8         DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
tions, and the era of revival caused in the Eastern
Empire by the conquests and reforms of Justinian at
the beginning of the sixth century degenerated before
long and seeds of decay and decomposition set in.
The Roman laws and institutions were the principal
cause of this decline. They made a sharp distinction
between classes and individuals, favoured the Roman
citizens with rights, posts and privileges, and deprived
the non-Romans who were equally Roman subjects.
The result was that Roman society was divided into
two classes : governing masters, i.e., the Romans8 and
governed subjects. The latter, who were the vast
majority of the people, were deprived of all rights
and prerogatives, were severely oppressed, especially
in distant provinces eluding the control of the central
government and suffered from heavy taxation and
extortion. They were, therefore, hostile to the
Roman yoke, and longed for its downfall. Also the
Roman armies, at the time of which we are speaking,
had lost their national character ; they were composed
equally of mercenary troops and of the subjects of the
conquered provinces to whom the Empire was forced
to apply for protection and for upholding its authority
in its vast possessions. This mixture between the
pure Roman and foreign elements caused the decay of
the vigorous qualities of the army which were the
support of the State ; it lost its national spirit which
had made it the terror of the antique world and which
had pushed its arms to the confines of Scotland and
the shores of the Baltic.
The military glory of the Arabs may, from some
points, be ascribed to some other causes than their
military skill In fact, the young armies of the desert
could not be equal to the Roman and Persian armies
either in means or qualities. However, the majority
of Arabian troops made its experience in the Persian
wars ; religious zeal in the bosoms of the young com-
pensated for discipline and skill This zeal was so